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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

JANUARY 11, 2026

This week the Sanctuary Candle

burns mn loving memory of
Aileen M. & W. Dennis White
requested by therr family

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

4:30pm Jose Pastilha (req. by Elsa Neto)
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
9:00am Bernard J. Giarraputo
11:00am Francesco & Maria Grazia Tamborrino
MONDAY, JANUARY 12

8:00am Jacqueline Snyder McLain (req. by family)
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13

8:00am Andrea Massimi (req. by Kate & John Herman)
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

8:00am Lynne Czescik Tranos
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15

8:00am Ruth Maggio
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16

8:00am Rose Surwilo
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17

4:30pm Mire Gjuraj (req. by Vera & Aggie Gjuraj)
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18

9:00am Edward S. Czescik (req. by family)
11:00am Antonio Raus

?@ WEEKLY COLLECTION
' Christmas Collection (12/25/25) $ 17,229
TEARDSHIE Last Year (12/25/24)  $ 16,807
Weekend this year (12/28/25) $ 5,872
Last Year (12/29/24) $ 6,364
Weekend this year (01/04/26) $ 5,610
Last Year (01/05/25) $ 6,588
Monthly Utilities Collection (01/04/26) $ 994
Last Year (01/05/25)  $ 1,227
Solemnity of Mary  (01/01/26) $ 654

Last Year (01/01/25) $ 931

Introduction to Centering Prayer
(1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month, 7:30—8:15)
Next meeting will be held on January 17th
Deacon Gauthier's home, 76 Auldwood Road
All are welcome

Shippan Christian Men’s Fellowship
(2nd & 4th Saturday, 7:30am - 8:45am)
Next meeting will take place
Saturday, Jan. 10, at 1663 Shippan Ave
All Christian men are welcome.
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Apple ran a commercial not long ago called “Behind the Mac—
Greatness.” It shows artists and creators, such as Kendrick Lamar,
Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, working behind their MacBooks. The
narration says, “There’s a certain kind of person who doesn’t wait for
greatness. They make it.” It's a compelling message. There’s beauty in
using our gifts with passion and purpose. But there lies a hidden weight
in that idea: If you are what you make, what happens when you can't
anymore? When the project fails, the passion fades, or the spotlight
moves on, where is greatness then?

Today’s Gospel offers a differing vision of greatness. Jesus steps into
the Jordan River. He hasn’t preached, healed, or performed a single
miracle. Then the heavens open, and the Father speaks: “You are my
beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.” It's not a reward for success.
It's not earned. Before he does anything “great,” Jesus receives the
greatness of his identity from the Father.

And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same thing over you: “You
are my beloved.” That is your true identity, not constructed or earned but
received. When we see ourselves and others this way,

everything changes for the better. We discover a greatness that can
never be taken away.

This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the date, thank God for it,
pray for those baptized with you, or visit the church where it happened.
Let your identity be rooted there.

— Father John Muir ©LPi

Mass Intentions
The Diocese of Bridgeport has announced that the stipend
(donation) for masses will be $15.00 ($20.00 with a card)
beginning in January 2026.
There is no change for those already paid.
Donations for the Sanctuary Candle remain at
$25.00 for the week.
Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 203-324-4634

Mark Your Calendar
Some upcoming events at OLSS

Jan 10 Shippan Christian Men’s Fellowship

Jan 17 Introduction to Centering Prayer

Jan 25 First Communion Classes Start

Jan 25 Book Club—Little Flowers of Francis of Assisi
Jan 28 Movie & Movement
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OLSS Book Club

Movie and Movement

Start the new year right!
Stretch & Relax...Invite a Friend

The next meeting is scheduled for

Sunday, January 25 at 3:30pm. o ||| Wed., Jan. 28 from 1-3:00
The book selection is: or ASSISI OLSS Meeting Room

L Bring snacks, refreshments provided

The Little Flowers of St. Francis of Assisi:

A New Translation (T .
by Robert H. Hopcke & Paul Schwartz Co{{ee@ Stop b)f,e::tﬁ:i:::eigg :\:n:;s for a

Discussion will be led by Deacon Vincent., Onve“i:on Baked goods and donations are welcome!
inhis home , 75 Auwood Rozd. sz $ Voreinto: olssfellowship@amailsom

This book is available on Amazon & from other booksellers.

. : Your Help Needed!
For more information, Food Pantry Wish List
email Krystyna06902@gmail.com with subject “Book Club” Canned foods, pasta, rice, olive/vegetable oil, soups, jam/

jelly, crackers, tuna, sardines, tea, coffee

Deawr Father Brock, Please leave items in the box in the OLSS Lobby
All Donations will be delivered to New Covenant Center
Thank yow and Person to Person - Thank you!
for taking the time
to-inspire,, excite and éﬂ GREENWICH - dOpeJn Hous1e5 2026
7 aundete Sunday J . g CATHOLIC SCHOOL ursday, January 19,
ﬂ'u'/é/y g A2 - https://www.gcsct.org/apps/form/openhouseRSVPform
Your friends at OLSS THE CATHOLIC ACADEMY OPEN
OF STAMFORD HOUSE
Support Our Lady Star of the Sea FAITH ¢ KNOWLEDGE 4 SERVICE 1/25/26 12-2pm
2=, ONLINE : - P
| GIVING via your ?roﬁgrigi%r:ﬁbjtrgfn device info@CasCt.org www.CasCt.org 203-322-6505

Online Giving is an easy, safe and convenient way to
support Our Lady Star of the Sea Church. You can manage 1200 Snggzl‘ll-ﬁ\DIEr\?JéRS$£|\.nrggRs§%T 06902
your giving or give a one-time gift right from your phone or ! !

. 203-324-4634
from the comfort of your own home, using your preferred
credit card or bank gccount. 9y P https://www.ourladystaroftheseastamford.org/

By setting up automated donations, you can continue Pastor Rev. Peter K. Smolik
support even when you travel. FrSmolik@diobpt.org
Let's get started: Director of Religious Education Dr. Pamela Garra
9 ' DRE@OLSS.Church
¢ Set up your account 203-687-0973
scan the QR code, or click on the link T Betty B
https://osvhub.com/olss/giving/funds [ etly brennan
Click on “Create Account” and provide the . . . Joseph Vgrmeer
requested information. After you set up your payment Parish Council Chair Joseph Dineen
information, such as a charge card, it is safely stored. Finance Chair Richard Kondub
¢ VI\\/Ar?kinq a dona;tion ‘e a donat he QR cod Director of Music Michael Alderman
en you want to make a donation, scan the code, ] : N .
or on the link https://osvhub.com/olss/qgiving/funds, FEIED G G BTS2 S e
select the “Fund,” click on “Give Now,” and enter the Hours: Monday, Tuesday 11:00 am —3:00 pm

amount, the frequency (such as one time or weekly) and MINISTRIES
the date of the gift. =

If additional information is needed, such as, an intention, Evangelization - Marian Howley olssevangelization@gmail.com

enter it under “Notes.” Fellowship - Deb Harrington olssfellowship@gmail.com
¢ To set up automated _donations, chopse the “Sunday Music - Michael Alderman olssmusicdirector@gmail.com
Weekly Church Offering” fund. Specify "Gift Amount’, Outreach - Meg Broderick olssoutreachministry@gmail.com
Gift Frequency” - one time, weekly, monthly, etc. . . . o i
Select the “Start Date.” Click on “Continue.” Spirituality - Marikay Willson olss.spirituality. ministry@gmail.com

Thank you for your generous support to OLSS. Youth - Siobhan O’Hara olss.stamford.youth@gmail.com




